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Ho the bare and impartial 7 of the. 
I following Letters, will ſhew ſuffcient and 
guſt Cauſe, fer the publication of them; jet in 
Compliance to. Cuſtom, as they now appear in 


Print, I ſhall Uſher them into the World with this. 


ſhort Preface, not to Apologrie for their comm 
abroad, ſince by Mr. White's laſt Letter, 


Think 1 am under a Neceſſity of doing my ſelf 
and injured Character that CEN 60 1 Gal 


al-yays be of Opinion, that Innocence and Since- 


rity bas nothing to Fear from the Publick, and 
therefore no Cauſe to be aſhamed of appearing 
before it, and appealing to it. Aud ar it it 8 
Maxim in our Law, that no Man it guilty till 
proved ſo; I here beg leave with a modeſt Con- 
ag Coon: to aſſert the Plea of an Engliſh Mun, 

ot Guilty, and defy Mr. White, or any one 


ee to +; I bave done any Aft to Forfeit my 
4 


bt and Title to a good Name, with all the 
Privileges and Prerogatives, the Laws of God 
and Men give to it, and which is by common 
Charity due to all Mankind till Convitted of 
fome Act, by which be hath Forfetted that 
Rig ht. „ | 
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PR EPUCA -..... 
But as that Gentleman's Conduct aud whole 


Proceedings, (with regard to me and my Fami- 
ly) is as well without example, as it is evident- 


| oy contrary to all Laws, and the known Rules 


of Decorum and Civility eftabliſhed betwixt Gen- 
ileman and Gentleman, I am at a loſs to ima- 
gine what could Influence à Perſon of his Cha- 
rater to intermeddle therein? But I confeſs I 
am ſurprized that he ſhould ſo tenacionfly, and 


warmly maintain fuch Proceedings. The meths 


anamanner he has Thought fit to do it in, will he 


appear from bis own Letters, and my Anfwerys,; 
which - truly and ſincerely publiſhed, as they 
[d betwixt us, and are left to the impartial 
udgment of all who. ſball be pleaſed to Peruſe 
them, R$: Q 5 
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A Copy of Mr. Scot's Letter to the 
28 Lady Moore. Gp 


= | D.. + F 
| Mool hamton, Nov, 17, 1728 
Madam, ; I | 
Am ſurprized Sir Richard ſhould renew 

I his Quarrel about my laſt V uit, as he has 
nce I was at Fawley, ſince if I underſtand any 
thing of the matter, he has no Power to con- 
troul any Child that is come to Man or Wo- 
mans Eſtate, in the Choice of their Confeſſor. 
There are difficulties enough in that Affair 
without adding new ones, ang it is the deſign 
of the Church that a every ' ſhould be at 


their I. iberty; ſhe obliges indeed her Children 


to receive the Sacrament from the hands of 


their proper Paſtor at Eaſter, but ſhe no ways 


obliges them to make uſe of any particular; 
for a Director. But what Objection could 


> Miſs have, to the Gentleman of the Houſe? 


ſhe is not obliged to tell that, and perhaps it 
may be only Whim or Faney ; and even if ſo, 
ſhe cannot be obliged- contrary to her Inclina- 
tions; tho' ſays Sir Richard it is not her Incli- 
nations, but her Mothers perſwaſions, and that 
in oppoſition to me, this is putting the worſt 
Conſtruction on it, nor had it the Appearance 


of it in my Thoughts, but as I know nothing 


of the matter, I can ſay no more to it, tho 
remember you often told me, it was not ſo. But 


why did ſhe ſend for me in particular, the rea- 


fon ſeems to be plain, becaufe it 'was more 
convenient for her ſo to do, fince I otherwiſe 
viſited the Family on your Ladyſhips Account, 


whereas had ſhe ſent for another, beſides the 


Expence, there would haye been other -Incon- 
| © ought 
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veniencies, In ſhort ſays Sir Richard, ſhe 
«. ought to have conſulted me, and ſuppo 
ſhe is in a Fault, as to this, it was ſcarce worth 
while to make ſuch a noiſe about a trifle; 
But J am of Opinion, ſhe was under no ſuch 
Obligation, nor do I believe it is the Practice 
any where for Children (Men and Women I 
mean) to ask their Father who rhey ſhould go 
to Confeſſion to: Indeed if a Child has reaſon 
to think the Perſon he would make uſe of, was 
an Enemy to a Father, or of ſuch principles 
as he ſuſpects his Father could except againſt, 
there might be room for the Father to expect, 
the Child would take his Conſent and Advice 
along with him; and if this be the Caſe, I 
am obliged to Sir Richard, for the Compliment 
of the Scold, as it regards me, but'I think he 
has told me, it is not ſo, and if not, it will 
be hard to gueſs, what is meant by this Quar- 
telling and Uneaſineſs. Sir Richard, knows 
very well I am not fond of interferring in the 
Concerns of his Family, and if it is diſagreeable 
to him, that I ſhould at all come there, a 

lain way of ſaying fo, would have been more 

incere and more kindly taken by, 7 = 
; C. Icot. 

P. & Preſſing Mr. Martin to ſtay writing and 
asking Mr. Lancaſter, who both refuſed, 
did not diſpleaſe Sir Richard, tho? not con- 


ſulted before. 
The Poſcript is added by my Wife. 


I muſt beg leave to make ſome Remarks 
upon this Letter of Mr. 4's to my Wife, 
which ſhe ſent to me to peruſe, for what Rea- 
fon I know not, and I then took a Copy of 


vii 
I confeſs my ſarpfize, at that Gentlemans fre- 
dom of expreſſing, in regard of me (even to my 
Wie herſelf) after the great Civilities I had al- 
ways ſhewed him, from his firſt coming to Fau- 
ley, (and which he himſelf acknowledged, as I 
have been told) his treatment of me, and his Ex- 
88 in his Letter I did reſent, and told my 
ife, I would appeal to any Gentleman, if I 
had not juſt Reaſon ſo to do, and named my 
Lord Caſilebaven and Mr. Sheldon of Weſton, by 
whom I would be determined in this matter, 
and if they thoughtI complained without cauſe 
I would then ask Mr..Scot's Pardon, but if they 
were of a contrary Opinion, I expected he 
ſhould ask mine, or otherways never ſet his 
Foot within my Doors ; as to that part, relating 
fo his Function (which I am not Ignorant off) 
never made any Objection to, as he and my 
Daughter very well know, ſo that all the learn- 
ed * of his Letter, was entirely out of the 
Cale, what I inſiſted on, was a juſt decorum due 
to me, as a Father from her, and as a Maſter 
of my Houſe and Family from him, and which 
I thought her deficient in, for pretending to 


ſend to any one, to my Houſe, without firſt ac- 


quainting me with it, as I thought him in re- 
gard of the other, in not acquainting me with 
the reaſon of that Viſit, eſpecially when I had 
before, ſome Cauſe to complain of his not treat- 
ing me with the due regard my Station, and the 
diſtinguiſhing Civilities I had always till then 
ſhewed him, might expect from him, as to his 
ſaying that beſides the Expence, there would have 
been other Inconveniencies, &. yet upon my 
asking him what they were, he neither did or 
could make any reply toit, I therefore conclude 
the Inſinuation unjuſt and malicious. What 
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55 . viii 
What Thave farther to Remark, is that my 
Lady Moore ſent a Copy of this Lettor of Mr. 
Scot's to Mr. M bite, which with that of her own 
ſhe incloſed it in, occaſioned that Gentlemans 
writing his, to us both of Nov. 26th 1728, and 
was in Anſwer to hers. But! 1. may be al- 
lowed to ſay without Offence, howſoever 
his Judgment and Opinion might be ſway'd by 
her, or Mr. Hot, I am not obliged to ſubmit 
to the one, or to be of the other, any more then 
Lam to believe that either Prudence, Juſtice or 
Charity, dictated thoſe unlooked ſor Letters, or 
his unaſked for 
my Affairs. 


A true Copy of Biſhop Whate's (alas 
Peter's) aaa, zo Sir Richard 
Moore of Fawley, Bart. with 
bis Anſwer. _ 


Honoured Sir, 
Age 9glhop Gard and I have been credi- 
B bly informed from ſeveral hands that 
there have been long and great Miſ- 
underſiandings between You and 
your Lady, and that there is no 
Appearance of true Concord, as long as you 
live together, we are therefore of Opinion, 
that it will be beſt for you both, to live ſepa- 
rated in an amicable Manner; you allowing 
2 convenient Maintenance either for your La- 
dy only, or for your Lady and as many of 
the Children, as you are willing ſhould live 
with her Ladyſhip; I am with due reſpet 
and eſteem Honoured Sir | a 
Your moſt Obedient humble Servant, 
B. Whit, 


November 26, 1728, 


Honoured Sir, © 
I Have received your Letter of the 26th of 
November, Wherein you are pleaſed to ſay 
Biſhop G!jard and you have been credibly in- 
Ol formed 
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formed. from ſeveral hands, that there have 
been long and great Miſunderſtandings be- 
tween me and my Lady, and that there is no 
Appearance of true Concord, as long as we 
live together; you both are therefore of Opi- 
nion, that it will be beſt for us both, to live 
ſeparate in an amicable Manner; I Allowing 
a convenient Maintenanee, either for my Lady 
only, or for my Lady and as many of the 
Children, as I was willing ſhould live with 
her Ladyſhip. In Anſwer to this, I beg leave 
to ſay, that my Wife and Self have been mar- 
ried 21 Years, have had 14 Children, 11 of 
which are Living, the laſt Born about 3 or 4 
Months ſince; this ſhews the Miſunderſtand- 
ings you mention, were not ſo great, nor of 
fo long continuance ſo as to hinder the pro- 
creation of Children, and ſhews we Lived to- 
gether at Bed as well as at Board; and I 
aſſure you if any Family Feuds have been, I 
have very rarely been the Cauſe of any of 
them, and attributed them to human Frailty 
in my Wife, and out of the true Love and 
Reſpect I had for her, and for the Wellfare of 
her and my numerous Family always endea- 
voured to make our Lives eaſy, that our Chil- 
dren might not ſuffer for our Characters; 
and am ſurpriſed ſeveral Perſons ſhould put 
our Family Quarrels into a wrong Light, and 
heighten them to a degree of Separation, and 
lay them before you and Biſhop Ciſſard, with 


' - out any_Knowledge or Privity of mine. But 


that you and Biſhop Giffard, ſhould un- 
dertake to determine the Separation of me 
and my Wite, a8 bxecommend the manner 

= =L&Y in 
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in Regard of my Children and Eſtate, up- 
on ſuch Suggeſtions, without ever. aſking 
me, or writing me one Word of the Matter, 
and ſhall now without conſulting 'me, Ent 
deavour to effect it, by writing at the ſame 


time, the ſame Letter to my Wiſe, as you 


writ to me, is infinitely more furprizing 
and as theſe things tend to the prejudice, if 
not the ruin of me, my Wite ;and Children, 
Pleaſe to Excuſe me, if out of the Juſt re- 
ard for them and my own Honour and 
Character, I require to know the Perſons 
from whom you had theſe Informations, and 
alſo what the Informations are that you 
have received that can Juſtify your writing 
this Letter to my Wife, without my Know- 
ledge, and thereby Cauſe her Separating 
herſelf from me which ſhe now doth, de- 


nying all Duty of a Wiſe, alledging your 


Opinion as her Juſtification ? I have conſi- 
der'd what will be the Conſequence of part. 
ing from my Wife, and determine not .to 
do it on any Terms. If you and Biſhop 
Giffard had been pleaſed before you writ 
your Opinions, to have made better En- 
quiry and from Impartial People, you might 
have been eafily informed that my Wife 
1 be as eaſy as any Woman in England, 
and then, Sir, I cannot doubt but your cha- 


ritable Advice to her had been to be ſo, 


and to thoſe that by your means had the 
Direction of her Conſcience, to have ſecond- 
ed you, which had been very agreeable (I 
will not ſay more) to your Station, his Cha- 
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Fawley, Dec. zd. 1728. 


4 ] 

raſter, and her Happineſs both here and 

hereafter. I am Honoured Sir, &. 
| | R. Moore. 


Sr, | F 
"HE ſcandalous Animofities and Divi- 


- | fions betwixt ow and your Lady (not- 
eq 


withſtanding the nent uſe of Marriage 
which you mention'd) have been for many 


Years the publick talk of many, if not 


all Catholick Families of Note in London, 
as well as at Bath, and woe to that Man, 
whom Scandal comes, By this, Sir, you 
what the Information is, and from whom 

it comes, and that Biſhop Gffard was not un- 
der any Obligation of conſulting the Parties 
concern'd before he gave them a 3 Ad- 
monition of doing that which Chhriſtianity, 
Conſcience, and the Law of God requires; for 
(where ever the fault is) if it be found by a 
long Experience that a Married Couple can- 
not live peaceably together, it is their Duty 
to conſent to a ſeparation, and live peaceful - 
ly aſunder. Biſhop Grffard's private Letter, 


which was only directed to the Perſons 


concerned, cannot in Reaſon be ſtretched any 


- farther, then this; and thus much it was 
both his and my Duty to write. A Chari- 
ty, which ſhould rather have provoked . 

ch 


to a grateful Acknowledgment, than to 
Reſentments, as are too apparent in your 
Anſwer. But tho? we cannot get your Ap- 


probation for what we have done, we Com- 


| fort our ſelves with the Teftimony of a 
| good 
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good Conſcience, and with the Example of 
the A | themſelves. One of — tells 


us, that Brie and a be would not be 


Chriſtꝰ⸗ ile; and another, that we mut 
rather pleaſe God, than Men. I need not ſay 


any more to juſtify Biſhop G:ffard's Con- 


duct, and mine, and ſhall only beg Grace 
for you to do your Duty; hoping, that 
you will be ſo kind,, as neither to give him 
nor * any farther Trouble on this Ac- 
count, for our real Buſinefs is fo great, as 
to leave us no time for unneceſſary Letters, 
I have \writ by this Poſt to your Lady, 
that ſhe ought not to refuſe the Marriage 
Debt, if you require it, nor was there 
any ground in. my laſt Letter to You and 
your Lady, » the _—_— Ian 
with Sincerity reſpect honoured Sir, 
Your moſt Obedient, | 
ndnd moſt humble Servant, 


e | | B. White, 
December 10, 1728. i 155 in 


Fi Am very unh furprizel to hear that 
a 


your Lady has left Faule), without ac- 


. quainting you of her departure. This pro- 


ceeding of hers 1s very. unaccountable, 
and what my Lord Biſhop Grfard and 1 


ſhould have been far from Approving, if 


ſhe had conſulted us about it, which ſhe 


never did. Whither the hopes of recover- 


ing her Health, or her uneaſineſs at Home 
has put her upon this Indiſcretion is hard 


to gueſs; but no Conſideration whatever 
| can. 
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. IF can-juſtify this wrong ſtep. It will be yer 

[;. ry Charitable in you, Sir, to make her Life 
ſo eaſy at Home, that ſhe may not think 

hereafter of any ſuch Extravagant ways, 1 

am with reſpect honoured Sir, 

Your moſt Obedient, 

and humble 9 7 
| T3857 B. White. 


. Jauuary 1 5,1 928-9 


| | Honoured Sir, ol by [I'S 7; 
| Ours of the 15th was ſent to me hi - 
- ther from Fauley by which I perceive 
. vou are early acquainted that my Wife is 
| gone away from me, tho' you do not men- 
| 


tion the manner, wherefore I muſt beg leave al- 
ſo to let you know that it was in the dead 
| of Night, in the moſt private manner with- 
ba. out my Knowledge, or even Suſpicion of it 
+ and as this Act is very ſcandalous, and 
1 the higheſt Reflection upon herſelf, me, and 
all our poſterity, I am under tne ſtricteſt ne- 
ceſſity, not only to juſtify my ſelf, but alſo 
to lay open to you and all the World, what 
Has or could induce her to ſo raſh and un- 
juſtifiable an Act, firſt then, honoured Sir, 
1 am compelled to acquaint you (but with 
the utmoſt Concern confidering who you 
are) that your firſt Letter writ without 
my privity or Knowledge, wherein you not on- 
Wo ly recommend to her a Separation, without 
$$ telling me any Fault J had been Guilty of, 
* only — mine with my Wife's, but ab 
S ſo point out a Part of my Eftate and Chil- 
dren for her greater Encouragement. — nd * 
when 


* „ * . «x? 1 
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wen 1 anſwered that Letter, with Sincerity 


Candour and Plaineſs, it was ſo Reiented 
by you, that your were pleaſed in Anſwer 
to it to tell me in theſe Words, (the ſcan- 
© dalous Animoſities and Diviſions betwixt 
© You and your. Lady, have been for many 
© Years the publick talk of many, if not all 
© the Catholick Families of Note in London 
© as well as Bath) And woe be to that Man by 
whom Scandal comes. I hope you do not 
think this a Charge upon me or a Juſlifica- 
tion of your ſeparating my Wite- from me 
without my Knowledge or Privity, had 


you N gr publick Places, I ſhould Be- 


| lieve all the ſcandalous Animoſities and Di- 
viſions you mention - (ſo far as you Charge 
me. with being guilty of them) had teen 
the produce of fcandalous: Detraction, gene- 
rally uſed for the Entertainment of thoſe 
Places, therefore I am at a loſs to know 


what Catholick Family or Catholick Perſon 


that knows me, or has been converſant 
in my Family, can Charge me. with any 


ſcandalous Act. we were both admitted to 2 


frequent uſe of the Sacraments, which I here 
mention as a Proof of what I ſay. And L 
Challenge you and all Mankind to prove any 


Tuch ' ſcandalous matter upon me, and had 


you been pleaſed to have informed yourſelf 
of any of my Neighbours, that know my 
Behaviour before you writ your firſt Letter, 
you. might have found Reaſon to have Ad- 
moniſhed my Wife, but none for writing 
in the manner you did, and then perhaps 
your Influence and Power might have done 


my 


an 
2 


* 
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to remember there are Curfes pronounced as 


[8] | 
my Family Service: But that was not 
the defired of you, having other Aims. - 
private Faults, I fear are too many, but 
ank God I cannot. reproach myſelf 
beivg guilty of any Scandal in regard of 
my Wife or otherwiſe, and good Sir, pleaſe 


well as woes: Yon ſay alfo in your Letter 


that (Biſhop Giffard was not walter any 


Obligation of conſulting the Parties before 


he gave them a 15 Admonition of do- 


ing that which Chriſtianity, Conſcience, and 
© the Law 8 God requires) 1 never knew of 
any Admonition you or Biſhop Giffard ever 


gave my Wife, I am fure neither of yo 
ever gave me any, or let me know of OF 
Fault I was Guilty of in any wife, or of 
any Miſ-behaviour of my Wite towards 
me, or of me towards her, your Letter 
which tends to a Separation bemg the firft 


J ever received from you, and in your ſe- 


cond you are pleaſed to go farther and fay 
(wherever: the Fault is if it be found by 
long Experience that a married Couple can- 
not live peaceable together, it is their Duty 
to conſent to a Separation and live peacea- 
bly aſunder) This, Sir, has produced the diſ- 
mal and Scandalous Oppreſſion I now la- 
bour under, and becauſe my Wiſe is grown 
weary of Marriage and uneaſy at living 


- with me muſt therefore have your Sancti- 


on and Approbation for it, and is told by 
Mr. ot as your Opinion, that I am obliged 
to conſent to a ſeparation, as alſo that you 
would refuſe me Abſolution if 1 did rot 

| . conſent 


RT” le L9Þ - 
conſent, tho' 1 had writ you word, I was 
determined not to do it (and which he alſo 
told me.) Under this Sanction and Proceedings 
my Wife has Thought fit to run away from 
me, expoſing Herſelt, Me, and her Children 
to the common prate of every malicious 


* 


Tongue, and has thereby put me under the 
Neceſſity of Juſtifying my ſelf, which J deter- 
mine to do, and purſue all thoſe that have 
had any hand in this Matter, by laying them 
open and naked to the World, and make 
them ſenſible of the Injury they have done 
me, yqu all Afing, in the Secret manner you 
did, without my Privity or Knowledge, and 

doubt not but I ſhall then appear to be a 
Man of Honour and Conſcience, . I Thank 
you for your Prayer, that l may do my Du- 


ty, and will earneſtly Pray to the ſame _ | 


and hope God Almighty will hear me, ar 
enable me to go through my Misfortunes. You 
ſay, you hope I will be ſo kind as neither 


© to give you, or Biſhop Giffard any farther _ 


© Troyble on this Account, tor your real Bu- 
© fineſs was ſo great as to leave you no time 


© forunneceſſary Letters. This Sir is not treat- 
ing me With that Decency every Gentleman 


ought to expect from another, howſfoever 
dignified or diſtinguiſhed, ' and tho? I have 
been made uneaſy and miſerable by yours, 
all the Anſwer I will make at preſent js, that 
I moſt heartily wiſh, I had had Merit enough 
in yours, and Biſhop Grffards Opinion to have 

btained both your Silence to me and. my Wife, 
for had you and he the Power of our Eccleſi - 
aſtical Courts, and * Power of all the Judges 

1 
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in Meſtminſter Hall, added to the Power you 
Claim, even then you could not condemn 
me, or any other Perſon unheard. 1 am with 


reſpect honoured Sir, 


Your moſt Otedient humble Servant, 
0 R. Moore. 


A Copy of Biſhop Prichard's Letter to Sir Richard 
Moore, Hart. | 
Sir 9 ; | — 
DEing abroad when yours of the 18th with 
LI the incloſed Copies came, I could not An- 


ſwer it by this Days Poſt, and as I am obliged 


to go to morrow again for 10 or 12 Days I 


leave this to be ſent by Saturday's Poſt, hoping 


it may yet find you in Town, | 
I have no Terms to expreſs my ſurprize at 
the extremitics your unhappy Affairs are 


brought to, nor is it my Buſineſs to fix thoſe 
ſad Events to any particular Cauſes. I am not 


your natural Judge, nor to intermeddle beyond 
my limits, but I beg leave to do my ſelf that 


Juſtice, as to clear my own Proceedings, when 


more than once I was choſen both by my Lady 
Moore, and your ſelf to be an amicable Arbiter 
of your Diflerences, I patiently heard the whole 


both could ſay, I declared, and ſtill do declare 


before Almighty God, that neither Favour nor 


. Friendſhip ballanced my Sentiments, and that 


T had only the good of both your Souls, and 


the Honour and Advantage of the whole Fa- 


mily in view, with the avoiding of giving 
real Scandal to your Neighbours and Religion, 
when I declared that there was no juſt * 


6220 


ſor a Separation between you, that ] can ſtand 


to, before any Court in the World if requir'd; 


What might have happen'd fince, Ican ſay no- 
thing to, having not heard both Parties; the 
Chat of the Town, or talk of ſuch as can ſce 


Motes in their Neighbours Eyes, when they 
do not diſcern Beams in their own, ſhall not, 


I hope, ſway my, Judgment of Perſons. or 
things. I know People are apt to talk accord- 
ing to the Information they receive, perhaps 
without examining the grounds of it, and 
molt irequent! Gf it be any thing tending to 
Seandal) as the Story roles, it gathers like a 
Snow Ball. I have know People talk moſt 
violently of one Side, and, when better inform- 
ed, have been under the greateſt Surprize, 
to find how they had left themſelves to te car- 
ried away by hearſays, to the-prejudice of Tiuth 
and Juſtice; | have obſerved this in your very 


ſe, as it ſtood when referred to me; it is 
amentable to hear a Perſon of Worth, Ho- 


nqur and Conſcience, and known by all his 
Neighbours to be ſo traduced by his own Fleſh 
and Blood, as an Hypocrite, unjuſt, malicicus, 
deſigning Man; but, dear Sir, the Infinite Pre- 
vidence of God, that permits it, turns all to 
the Advantage of ſuch as truly love him, 
and never deceives ſuch as totally confide in 
him, Integrity will be in due time 1 
and the Wiles and Siniſter Ends of the De- 
ceitful diſcloſed; as to the threats of your be- 
ing to be reſuſed Abſolution if you do not con- 
ſent to a Separation (ſuppoſing things in the 
ſame State I formerly Fond them) they are 


Proceedings Ido not underſtand, by the Divi- 
| C2 nity 
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nity Ilearnt, Abſolution cannot be refuſed but 
upon a willful perſeverance in Mortal Sin, 
and how a Mortal Sin can be made of your 
inſiſting on the Right, the Law of God and 

_ of Nature, hath given you, when it cannot 
. be made out that you have forfeited that 
iy Right, is a Subtility I cannot penetrate ; 
1 | ſuppoſe you have ſome jarrs in the Family, 
_ 5... | ought 1t not to be enquired into, upon what 
1 Account theſe jarrs happen? where chiefly 
1 : they ariſe? who the Aggreſſors are? &. and 
| il it evidently appears that the unaccounta- 


| i" ble Humour of a Wife, who contends to Rule 
lf | f in every Thing, is the occaſion of all, muſt 
i : A Husband, who hath quſt Reaſons not to 


1 | 
5 ermit it, be obliged by the refuſal of Abſo- 
1 ution to conſent to a Separation? Suppoſe the 
Uh Husband hath ſome little Humours to be bore 
5 with, is a Wiſe not obliged to comply in 
what is not againſt Conſcience or the Law 
of God ;. or doth not tend to the ruin of her 
Family; muſt a Wives Imperious haughty 
Stomach be indulged in every thing, and ſhe 
bear nothing of a Husband ? If theſe Princi- 
ples are to be eſtabliſhed, all Families may 
apprehend their Diſſolution, for what Fa- 
mily's ſo happy in this World as not to have 
ſome humours to be bore with ſometimes, or 
ſome little difference of Sentiments, or the 
like, ſufficient to occaſion jarrs, and if Vertue 
and a true ſence of mutual Duty doth not 
prevent them, or if they ſometimes happen 
to conceal them, as much as poſſible, from pub- 
lick view, and bear with Patience what can- 
not always be avoided; Patience and a full 
mm * | Reſignation 
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Reſig nation to the unſearchable will of | 
— Sir Richard, be your ſtudy, that a plen+ 
tiful Share may be granted to you with all o- 
ther Bleſſings, my poor Prayers ſhall not be 
wanting, and as you ask my Advice in theſe 
your unhappy F endeavour, Sir, 


to live ſatisfied and refigned, it will make 
your Misfortunes Sir the eaſier and perhaps 


bring them the ſooner to a wiſh'd for Peri 


by making my Lady Moore more ſenſible of 
her Condition, and the World to own ſhe hath 
yery much wronged you. 1 am Sir, N 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
—A =, - 


Partheir, Jan. 224. 1728-9 


P.. I ſuppoſe your Brother Harry ſhew'd 
' you my Anſwer to his Letter, that ſets 
. , out the Cafe, as before me, more fully 
\ with my Reafons of acting, &. 
N 


M, ä | | 
Am truly ſenſible of the great uneaſineſs, 
under which your Letter of the 23d In- 

ſtant was writ, but I hope you will give 
me leave to lay, that he muſt be a very great 
Stranger both to Mr, Fowler and me, Who 
can think us capable of a defign of doing any 
thing contrary to the Honour or Intereſt of a 
Perſon ſo deſerving, as Sir Richard Moore is 


upon many Accounts; and after all I am fully 


3 that we have had the hard Lot of 
aving incurred your Diſpleaſure, without a 


. ; . i The 
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The firſt common Letter, of which you com- 
lain, was writ indeed by us, at the preſſing 
nftances of Lady Moore, but with a quite 
different view, from what you, and perhaps 
ſhe imagined, Her aim was doubtleſs to free 
herſelf by a mutual Conſent from the Trou- 


bles in which ſhe was involv'd F but Mr. 


Fowler and I, had a farther Conſideration, for 
we firmly believed that the very propoſal of a 
Separation (by mutual Agreement, and with 
ſuch conditions, as you were not like to ap- 

rove) was the moſt effectual means to hinder 
it, and to Bleſs your honourable Family with 
a perfect and laſting Reconciliation, after all 
your. Differences, of which I ſee at preſent, 
I confets, but very little hopes; whither I con- 
fider the Vehemence of your Letter, or Lady 
Moore's averſion to a Conjugal State. When 
Mr. Fowler and 1 did ourſelves the Honour 
of writing that common Letter to you, it was 
not proper to let you know that Lady Moore 
had any hand in it, for this might have hin- 
der'd your reconciliation, and the diſcontents 
of your Family were ſo very publick, that 


there was no neceſſity of Vouchers for them, 


nor was there any need of conſulting you firſt 
about a private Propoſal, which could neither 
have any Effect without your Conſent, nor 
could it have been known in the World, 
unleſs you had publiſh'd it. This gives me 
reaſon to hope, that you will hereafter have a 
better Opinion of Mr, Fowler and me, then to 


| eſteem us as Enemies either to your Family, 


or to your ſelf, unleſs it be an unkindneſs to 
p | . 8 L defirg 
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defire a ſettled Peace and Happineſs, both to 
you and it. ns | | 

As te my ſecond Letter, I have, in the moſt 
attentive manner, conſidered all your exceptions 
againſt it, but to me they appear no better 
grounded, then your Complaints were againſt 
the firſt. It was always my Opinion, and I can- 
not yet ſee any reaſon to alter it, that. all known 
Animoſities and Diviſions between Man and 


Wife are Scandalous, if this be a miſtake, I. 


am ready to diſown it, when better informed; 
if it be true, as indeed it is, 1 cannot conceive 
where the Affront lies, unleſs you would have 
the World to believe, that there were never 
any known Animoſities, or Diviſions between 
Lady Moore and your ſelf, but all Scandal is 


not a Mortal Sin, and how far Domeſtick 


Quarrels affected the State of your Soul, is a 
Queſtion into which it was not my Buſineſs 
to Enquire. 

But the chief aim in this Letter, was to 
Corvince you of that, which I think, is, an un- 


deniable Truth, a Truth which is known by 


common Senſe, and upon which you muſt 
ſtill give me leave to infiſt, that married Per- 
ſons in your Caſe, muſt either uſe their beſt 
endeavours to live peaceably together and fo 
to remove the ſcandal which they have given 
by paſt miſunderſtandings, (neither of which 
I fear has been yet done) or they muſt con- 
ſent mutually to a —— For tho' you 
ſay, that © you have been rarely the Cauſe of 
them, * yet by this you grant, that-you have 


been ſometimes the Cauſe, and without a hear- 
ty and ſolid Reconciliation, the ſcandal __ 


F232 = WS. 
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be removed, whilſt you live 2 Upon 
this Sir you muſt ſtill give me leave to init; 
eſpecially ſince it is too apparent, that the 
great Anxiety and Diſquiet, in which Lady 
M, has been ſo long ing ed (if nor re- 
medied) will foon put an al to her Days. 
She has carneſtly ſued, as. well | formerly. as 
. Of late, for a Separation by Aurhority, I have 
received and Anſwered many Letters from her 
upon this Subject: And the Advice which I 
always gave her, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, was 
this, that ib was in vain for her to think of a Se- 
paration, either abſolutely, or for a time, with- 
out your Conſent. I preſs'd the Duty, which 
ſhe has, of obeying you, in the moſt vehement 
manner: And I ſincerely believe that the 
Council which I gave her, and the Arguments, 
by which I endeavoured to ſupport it, Eave 
contributed more than any thing elſe, to keey 
her alive to this Time, ſo that, all things con- 
{idered, you have no great Region to wiſh, 
that I had always been filent in regard to her. 
I need not ſay any thing of her laſt unaccoun- 
table and raſh ſtep, in leaving you as ſhe did, 
| becauſe I have already given my Thoughts 
upon that Subject, both to you and to her La- 
 dyſhip, in the plaineſt manner, There. are 
ſome other things in your Letter, which in ay 
Opinion had been better omitted ; but I chuſe 
to ſay nothing of them, hoping, that upon a 
ad. Reading, you may be in ſome meaſure, of 
the ſame Opinion. I am Sir, EF 
Your moſt humble and obedient Servant 
| | e B. M bitt. 


January 26, 1728-9 
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4 Cofy of niy 3d Letter to Biſhop Peters alias 
474 3 7 f White Jan. 3oth 1728-9 7 


_ . Homoured Hr, 


JFave here: incloſed ſent you Copies of 
A two Letters, Biſhop Pri«hard has done me 


the favour to write, one to my ſelf and the 
other: to my Brother, in compaſſion to my miſ- 
fortunes; and to juſtiſy his Conduct, in this 
very Cal 

and my WifſGe. ; ! 
Jour aſt, Honoured Sir, is ſo Myſterious, and 
Jour paſt and preſent Views ſo difficult to 
netrate, for you are pleaſed to ſay in your {aid 
laſt Letter, when you propoſed one thing, vi. 
© a Separation'/between me and my Wife,” and 
-inforced the ſame, in as Thong Terms as you 

0 


e when referr'd to him, both by me 


well could, even after my abſolute Refuſal to 


conſent to it, yet You and Biſhop Giffard really 
meant quite otherwiſe ; my weak Capacity can- 
not penetrate ſuch refined ways of Proceeding 
in Matters of fo! great Moment, as the Proſpe- 
rity or Adverſity of à Family, ſo numerous, 
as well as Honourable, as you are pleaſed to 
term mine; ,wherefore'I ſhall only beg leave 
t refer you to the incloſed, and Iam, Honour- 


Sir, Pk 


« K, f Moor c. 


„. e 


. 4 
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5 Rauer e Biſhop Peters; to Sir Richard Moore. 


Kr, Mer N. uu N 
Ie private Propoſal of a Separation with 
mutual Conſent, ard with Conditions 


you were not like to approve, was deſigned by 
| . 
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r moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant 
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Mr. Fowler, and me for two Ends, to hinder 
a Separation, and to cauſe a perſect and laſting 
Reconciliation, as it is expreſſed without any 
Myſtery, in my laſt Letter in theſe Words; 
© to hinder a Separation, and to bleſs your Ho- 
© nourable Family with a perfect and laſting 
© Reconciliation. It this Reconciliation be 
© made. our paſt and preſent Views are fully 
ſatisfy'd. But if after the long Experience you 
Have had of one another, you cannot or will 
not uſe your beſt Endeavours to Ive pe: 
ably together, and ſo remove the Scandal given 
by ow Miſunderſtandings, we not :ofily 
think it beſt, but even a Duty to conſent mu- 
tually to a Separation. I cannot expreſs my- 
ſelf in Clearer Terms, nor find in te Copies 
of Biſhop — ichard's Le CD you lent 
me, any thing contrary to this Opinion. 
Lou will Neale 3s reflect, * our firſt 
Letter we ſaid, We have been'credibly inform 
from ſeveral Hands, that there have been! 
and great Miſunderſtandings between you 
your Lady, and that there is no Appea 


rance 
of trus Concord, as dong as you live together, 
ve are therefore of Opinion, that it will be beſt 
or you both to live ſeparated in an Amicable 
Manner, which Words evidently imply, it 
was not our Opinion, that it was belt for you 
to ſeparate by mutual Conſent, without theſe 
Conditions: 1/7. That there have been long and 
great Mifunderfanditirs-betweeh you and LA- 
dy Moore, 2dly. That there was no Appearance 
of true Concord as long as you remamed toge- 
ther and what can can be more Conſonant to 
| gt „ e TITS e 2779-100 912% SIS 


* * 
5 * 4. 0 


» EE AM VR a a. * * 
— 


119 1 
my laſt Letter, than this. I am with great Re- 
fpect, Honoured Sir. 

Your moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant 
rr ova sib: Nw D Slane: 2150 lay. - 
Feb. 8, 1728-9 2 


Hir | 

| He Sum of all my Letters concerning your 
T Family (againſt which you are pleaſed 
to rail in ſuch a copious Manner, as if 1 had 
parted you and Lady Moore, becauſe I have, 
always endeavoured to hinder a Separation) 


may be reduced to this known Principle of 


common Senſe, that a Husband'and Wife ought 
either to live peaceably together, or to conſent 
to à Separation. I am not therefore aſhamed 
to ſee my Letters publiſhed, but as they were 
never defigr'd to be publick, and relate to the 
Misfortuyes of your | honourable Family, I 


you will have ſo much regard; if not to 
my Character at leaft to your own, as not to 


publiſh them, without the Conſent of good Mr. 
PFrichard. Lou know, Sir, that I have always 


highly diſapproved the Departure of Lady 
Moore from you, againſt your Will, as a great 
Injuſtice, and a moſt unwartantable Proceeding. 
But what will not Lady's do; when they thi nk 


themſelves ill uſed, and injured to a great De- 
gree? And they are fo much the more to be pi- 


tied as their Judgments are weak, and their 
Paſſions ſtrong, Pardon me Sir, if I am not wil- 
ling to add to your Troubles, by a diſtin Re- 


pfly to all the Parts of your long and vebe- 
ment Letter from * the 19th of this 


M.onth 


, {Lao 

Month. Beſides, that they have been in a great 
Meaſure anſwered already. in my former Let- 
ters. I am with great Reſpet,, 1 

\ Your moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant 

8 B . Whit, 

January 27, 1729-30. | 


Hire . „om 1 
Y laſt of the 1915 of Jan. with all thoſe I 
have been obliged'to-write to you, may 
be reduced to this known Truth and Principle 
of common Senſe, that every Man is born with 
a good Name, and has a Right to maintain it: 
And as we have the Happineſs to live in a 
Country whoſe Laws condemn no Man un- 
heard, and where none receive Injury without 
Redreſs, I hope I ſhall be allowed the Free- 
dom, which God, Nature and my Country has 
iven me, without being thought to rail, when 
7 inff upon it. The Sum ole your Leiters to 
me, (in my Opinion, but I ſhall leave it to 
better) is this. That I have liyed for many 
* Years in known and publick Scandal, and 
© that unleſs I conſent to a Separation from my 
* Wife, (Which I determine not to do) I ſhall 
© paſs the reſt of my Days, by living in an o- 
© pen Breach of my Duty to Chriſtianity, Con- 
© ſcience and the Law of God.“ Ido not there- 
fore complain becauſe you endeavoured to hin- 
der a Separation, but becauſe you propoſed 
it to me, and likewiſe to my Wife to, without 
my Knowledge; and ſtill inſiſt upon your 
known Principle of common Senſe, that it is 
my Duty to conſent, which if you can main- - 
tain by the Laws of God, and thoſe of our 
£ 9+ woeas .. unt 
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am mighty ſorry to find, that the 
 Fifwley, are blown up to ſuch a Height. Surely, 
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Country, we Catholicks may all quickly bid 
Adieu io Matrimony, or ſoon apprehend the 
Diſſolution of our Families. As Jam the unhap- 


y Cauſe, that you engaged in an Affair of this 


ture, in which, you ſet out Jery wrong, ak 
I have proved beyond Contradiction in my la 
Letter, (if there he ſuch; Things as known 


or Rules, by which Men are. to be ded 
and directed) and which. is a f ll and 


Anſwer to all you ever have or can IN in 


fication, of your Proceedings, and upon 
which I am not only Pts inſiſt, bas 


unalterably reſolved not tamely to bear the un- 
worthy Treatment 1 have met with,” nor 


ve upa uk Cauſe, (in which many more may 
2 concerned) with my Honour and Reputati- 
vn, without uſing my utmoſt, Endeavours to 
maintain both, at al] Hazards and Events. It is 
yet in your own, Power, and it is to your own 


Conduct you muſt charge all the a 
J am with great Reſpect, Honoured Sir, 


Tour moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant 
F. Moore. 
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eceiv'd yours, of the 14th, with the in- 
. cloſed Copies, "laſt Wedneſday Night,, and 
Difficulties; at 


Pere! bas been ſome conſiderable Milreprefenta- 


tions 


— — — — 
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tions of the Caſe made to Biſhop C:/trd and 
Biſhop Peters, which could move theni'toad- 
viſe a Separation; or the Caſe muſt have been 
much altered ſince the Time ty Lady Moore ap- 
phy to me to make up the Breach between 

er and Sir Richard. L have been twice con- 
cerned between them. The firſt Reconciliation 
1 made, ſeemed to be more hearty, and there. 
fore laſted longer than the laſt, of which 1 here 
ſpeak of: My Lady as well as Sir Ric hard ſeem'd 
to place & Confidence in me. I heard the Rea- 
ſons on both Sides, with a great deal of Patience; 
ave at laſt my Sentiments, what I deemed to 
the Duty of both, for the good of their Souls, 
the Welfare of their Family, and to repair or 
avoid the Scandal that was or might be given. 
My Lady Biſhop was Witneſs to all thoſe Tranſ- 
actions; and it is remarkable, that my Lady 

Moore preſſing me to tell her, in particular, what 
Sir Ric hard expected from her, or would have 
her do; my Lady Biſbop replied, What wou'd 
you have him (meaning me) read over to you 
all the Duties of a Wife? Sir Richard expects 
no more. But my Lady Moore being ſtill un- 
eaſy, and continually hammering at Separati- 
on, 1 frankly declared, that there was nothing 
alledged by her, that couſd juſtify, or give any 
plaulible grounds of a Separation without Sir 
Richard's free Conſent, which he poſitiveſy de · 
clared he would never give, as my Lady Moore 
deſired it. At laſt my Lady Moore ſtayed with 
Sir Richard at Fauley, as became a Wife with 
her Husband. My Lady Biſbop went for Lon- 
don, and a little after J returned to my own 
Reſidence 


$23) : * 

Reſidence and Buſineſs, (whence I had been 
dragged by many 1mportune Letters, to un- 
dertake that Reconciliation) hoping I ſhowld 
never hear, that my Lady Mopre would move 
again for a Separation, which muſt needs tend 
to the Ruin of ber Family, and I fear cannot 
contribute much tq the mag of Souls, that 
is, ſuppoſing the Caſe not to be much altered 
ſince it was by both Parties, ſtated to me. Now, 
ſince you defire my Sentiments as a.Diyine, 
which: Charity, Friendſhip and the particular 
Regard J have always for my Lady Moor: 
as well as Sir Richard, and the whole Fami- 
ly, obligeth me not to xefuſe, I muſt firſt beg 
leave to declare to you, that Ido not pretend to 
touch the Caſe as repreſented to Baſhop Ciferd 
and Biſhop Peters (to whoſe Judgment I Have 
that due Regard, I would ſooner ſubmit my 
ſelf, tories to qppoſe, ec in what 

aperly. belongs to their Province) to whom, 
Sir Kic hard, in my Opinion, would do well, 
if he ſtated his own Caſe, that they might 
judge, whether the Informations they had 
from other hands, are juſt or not. I am ſure 
thoſe worthy Prelates would do Juſtice to both 
Parties, and if Sir Richard takes their Letter 
as a Judiciary Authoritive Deciſion, he miſtakes 
it very much, for they know too well the com- 
mon Maxim that, Qui Satui parte inaudita al- 
tera, Maquum bicet Judicaverit haud æquus Fudex 
erit. It is only a paternal Advice they give up- 
on the Allegations before them. If Sir Richard 
makes appear the deficiency of thoſe Allegati- 
ons, I am confident they will be fully jag 
3 4644); ; © 
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| fied and glad. The Reaſons which you would 
have of my Sentiments when formerly choſen 
by both Parties as a Friendly Arbiter are theſe. 
ff. I look upon a Separation of Man and 
Wife without the free Conſent of both Parties, to 
be fully Equivalent to, if not a to:mal Divorce. 
24, I take a Divorce or Separation made 
without the free Conſent of both Parties to be 
againſt the Law of Nature in as much as Ma- 
trimony is an indifſoluble , Conttaft, and a- 
gainſt the poſitive Divine Law; in as much 
as that Contract is, in the new Law, raiſed to 
the Dignity of a Sacrament, unlefs juſt and 
weighty Reaſons acknowledged by the Church 
to be ſufficient, demand ſuch a Separation. In 
this Senſe I find that ſaying of our Saviour, 
That which God hath joined together, let not Man 
ſeparate, underſtood by the Church, as that 6f 
St. PauPs 1 Cor. 7. v. 10. To them that be joined 
in Matrimony, not I, but our Lord gives Comman- 
ment, that the Wife depart not from her Huſband. 
The whole Chapter is a good Apoſtolical Leſſon 
on the Subject. ent 
34. The Caſes in which I can find ſuch a 
ration allowed of are. 1/7. The Caſe of 4 
dultery. This our Saviour himſelf ſpecify's Mat. 
109. 24%. Divines allow, that it may, nay even 
' ought to be made, when the one is an Oc- 
caſion of Scandal to the other, that is, when the 
one doth ſolicite or entice the other to Sin Mor- 
_ rally, and will not deſiſt. 3dly. Divers Canons 
allow a Separation, in caſe the one ſhould be- 
come ah Heretick and contumaciouſly conti- 
nue in Infidelity. 4 ly. When — 1 
a cohabit 
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Cohabit with the other without great danget 
of Life, viz. by a contagious Diſtemper or tod 
great cruelty of the other Party; I never read 
'1n any Divine or Canoniſt any head that juſti- 
fies a Separation, without the free conſent of 
Parties, which is not comprehended under one 
or other of theſe abovemention'd. 725 
My Lady Moore, when ſhe ſtated the Caſe 
to me, had not one of theſe Reaſons to alledge 
in her behalf againſt Sir Richard, therefore 1 
declared to her as above, that ſhe had nothing 
to juſtify a Separation. She ſaid indeed in 

eneral Sir Richard treated her barbaroufly; 

ut upon Examination and deſcending to Par- 
ticulars, it amounted to no more then this. 1/ 
that Sir Richard was ſomething behind hand 
as to the Payment of her Pin-Money. 24. 
that he grumbled at the Bills that came in up- 
vn the Account of Houſekeeping. 34: that he 
would not allow ſuch Cloaths for the Children 
as my Lady Thought proper. 47h. that he made 
my Lady pay for the Carriage of her own 
Cloaths from London. 5th. that he made her 
ſometimes pay the DoRtors Fees and Apothe- 
carys Bills; when my Lady ſent for them. 67h. 
that Sir Richard kept ſome Men Servants my 
Lady did not like. 7th. that he was ſometimes 
very croſs and unkind particularly when my 
Lady was near her Time bf lying in. 8th. That 
Sir Richard would not conſent to my Lady's 
chuſing a Truſtee for the Money her Ladyſhip 
had left her: Theſe, as far as I can remember; 
are all, or at leaft the moſt material Things 


Ty 
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Io theſe Sir Richard anſwerd, 1. That he 
owned that he was in Arrears, as to the Pay- 
ment of the Pin- Money; but that he always de- 
ſign'd to pay it; and offer'd to give my Lady 
Security tor the Payment of it, but hoped her 


Ladyſhip, conſidering the Hardneſs of the Times 
upon Catholicks eſpecially, would not bear 
harder upon him than his other Creditors. 
24. That he always paid; all the Bills that were 
brought him upon the Account of Houſe- 
Keeping, and leſt it intirely to my Lady's free 
Choice, either to continue the Management of 
Houſe-Keeping, or leave it to him. 3d. As to 
the Childrens Cloaths, he was always willi 
to allow what was clean and decent, but di 
not like they ſnould from their Cradles be nur- 
ſed in Pride and Vanity. 4%. That he thought 
it was but reaſonable that my Lady ſhould pa 
for the Carriage of her own Cloaths, as like wiſe 
her being at the Charge of Vales, her Ladyſhip 


3 thought fit to beſtow, when ſhe went abroad a 


Viſiting in her Coach; without him, ( another 
Complaint my Lady made which I had forgot 
above) being her on Income, her Mother left 
her, was ſo conſiderable, beſides her Pin-Money, 
which he conceived would not be miſapply'd, 
when put to her own proper Uſe. 5th. That 
when ever a Doctors Advice was neceſſary, he 
made no Difficulty to ſend for one, and to pay 
him, and likewiſe to pay the Apothecary, Ge. 
but that he did not conceive himſelf obliged to 
be at that Charge for every little Pretence, or 
real ſmall Indiſpoſition: He had a numerous 
y_ to provide for, that he hoped to take 

care 


[27] 
care, they ſhould not want what was neceſſary 
in Sickneſs, or Health, or even what he could 


judge was convenient. 6th, That he (Sir Richard) 


left my Lady her Liberty totake, keep or _ 
away what Maid Servants her Ladyſhip pleaſed, 
tho' the * ſending for them, with often 
changing of them, did put. him to no ſmall 
Expence, and thought it hard he could not be 
allowed the ſame Liberty, in Regard of his 
Men Servants when he judged them fit for his 
Service. 7tb, Sir Richard abſolutely deny d that 
ever he gave my Lady a croſs or unkind Word, 
unleſs ſhe firſt provoked him to it, by ſaying or 
doing thoſe Things. ſhe knew would put him 
into a Heat or Paſſion, and led to herſelf for 
the Truth of this; much leſs would he be croſs 
or unkind to her n when. near her 
Time of Lying in, 8th, Sir Richard declared he 
gave Lady Moore his Conſent to chuſe what 

ruſtee ſhe pleaſed for her Money, provided 
it was not one Gentleman, who had abuſed Sir 
Richard behind his Back to the higheſt Degree, 
and had been no ſmall Inſtrument in heightning 
their Difficulties : And Sir Richard added, that 
Lady Moore was more unkind to him, if not 
unjuſt to her Children, in obliging him to pay 
Intereſt for Money which he was forced to take 
up to pay his Daughter's Portion, when he 
had as -much lay dead becauſe ſhe would not 


joyn with him to take it up, he offering good 


Land- Security for the Principle, which-became 
the Childrens after his -Death. In fine, Sir 
Richard ſaid that her whole deſign ſeemed by 
many unaccountable he to be either 
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to make herfelf abſolute diſpoſer of every thing 
he had, or was to do, or to get ready rid of the 
Burthen intrinſical to the Marriage State, or 

e end of it at leaſt, vn. that of Bearing Chil- 
— and I confeſs it loaked very much like 
this. She frequently before this laſt bout 1 
ſpeak off, had complained to me, and many 
others of that laſt Grievance, Now Sir Richard 
declares that he thought he had, as well as he 
could, conſulted God in his Vocation, and that 
proving to beto the State of Wedlock he thinks 
it is the way he is to be ſaved in, and will 
not part with his Wife, without juſt Reaſons, 
but expects her Complyance in thoſe Duties, 
—_—— by St. Faul in the Chapter above 
cited. « | 
Now, dear Sir, you have in ſhort the Sum of 
Lady Moorz”s' Complaints, Sir Richard's An- 
ſwers, with the Reaſons of my Reſolution a- 
bove mention'd, I do not know how any Man 
of Learning and Experience, could reſolve 
them otherwiſe. How far the Caſe is changed 
now, I know not ; There are but few Families 
who have not now and then ſome little jarrs; 
God forbid all ſhould move for a Separation 
upon them. | | 

Ido not ſee that their reſpective Directors, 
keep any of them from the Sacraments, on that 
Account, and this I have particularly obſerved 
in Lady Moor:'s Caſe. A Separation may be 
of diſmal Conſequence to the Parties them- 
ſelves, as well as to their Family, therefore not 
to be allowed, but in the utmoſt extremities, - 
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As to Miſs, her chuſing her Confeſſor, Mr. 
Kot is in the right; but I cannot blame Sir Ki- 
chard in expecting to be previouſly acquain- 
ted when any one is ſent for, to his Family, 
neither are unbecoming Hours, and Places de- 
cent for ſo ſacred a Function; unleſs Neceſſity 
requires them, but that is not my Buſineſs 
in thoſe parts. I have comply'd with your de- 
fires as to my own Proceedings, and remain, 
with Sincerity of Heart, a well wiſner to Sir 
Richard, my Lady Moore, and every branch 
of the Family, and dear Sir, 

Your moſt affectionate humble Servant 


Mat. Prichard. 


' Honoured Sir, | 4 757 
Ince your laſt, my unhappy Affairs have 
been, by my Wives Conduct, brought in- 


to the Court of Chancery, by which they are 


not only made more publick, but I am put 


under a Neceſſity of Vindicating, as far as 1 
am able, my Innocence, and of Juſtifying my 
1njured Reputation and Character: And as your 
Letters to me are high Reflections on me, by 
charging me with Scandal and non Complyance 
with my Duty; and were a Motive of the un- 
accountable ſtep, my Wife has taken in leavin 

me, as ſhe has done, and ſhe hath. and doth 
ſhew the Copy of your ſecond Letter to me, 
as of bs orgy of her abandoning me, and her 
Children (you beſt know how ſhe came by 
it, for I declare ſhe never had it, or ſaw 
it, from me) the feverity with which you 
there, and have all along treated me with, 
BE RS LA | is 
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is very great. 1½, By propoſing a * 
ration to — Wife unknown Oy me. 2dly, 
In not vouchſafing to examine the Cauſe, or 
ſo much as to hear, or even aſk what I had to 
fay for my ſelf. 340) By declaring my Caſe to 
be what you pleaſe to make it, without any 
examination, or application to me, or the leaſt 
proof; and laſtly by pronouncing Woes to me 
upon the publick talk (as you ſay)) of many, if 
not all Catholick Families of Note in London, 
as well as Bath, And Woe be to that Man by 


whom Scandal comes. By this, Sir, you ſee what 


the Information is, and from whom it comes. 
And tho? I did in my Letters to you, challenge 
you, or any one to p:ove me guilty of any 
Misbehaviour, or Scandal towards my Wife, 
or otherways z et you have never thought 
fit in all this time to prove the Allegations, 
or Appologize for treating me with a Severity 
very unbecoming your Station and mine. 
The Conſequence of which are too injurious 
to me and my Family, not to uſe my utmoſt - 
ndeavours to ſet my injured Self and un- 
heard of Cauſe, in a true Light to the whole 
World ue pd 
Wherefore I ſhall be obliged to publiſh all 


| your Letters, with that, Mr. Scot thought fit 


to write to my Wife, who by your means 
without any application to me was introduced 
into my Family, as Director to my Wife, and 
that he told Mr. Lancaſter, that my Lady 
Moore wanted not ſo much a Director, as ſhe 
did a Plotter, or one to Cabal with her, (as _ 
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that the ſaid Mr. Lancaſter declared this, both to 
Biſhop Prichard and me, and that he was rea- 
dy to atteſt the truth of it, at. any time to Mr, 
S$cot's Face. In Conſequence of which he not 
only kept a ſecret and private Correſpondence 
with her, but the Letters between them, were 
writ in Characters or Figures; of which I have 
a proof under his own Hand in part of 'a Let- 
ter he writ to my Wife. 1 muſt alſo acquaint 
you, that I am ready to declare upon Oath (if 
required) that my Wife told me ſeveral times, 
that ſhe had had the Opinion of nine Prieſts 
or Divines, That She was oblig'd in Conſcience 
to quit me; and this without the leaſt ap- 
plication to me, or with my knowledge. 
St. Auguſtin ſays, As the Conſunction is from 
cod ſo a Separation is from the Devil. 80 


that if theſe Gentlemen could alledge invin- 


oible Ignorance as an Excuſe; Yet it will 
appear one Day at an unerring and i 
Bar, where the fooliſh Virgins will be ex- 
cluded from the Marriage for want of Oil 
in their Lamps. But yet, howfoever re- 
flecting theſe Letters and Opinions may be 
on me, I make no doubt but they will be 
more ſo on the Pens-men, and Nine raſh 
illiterate Divines; either in regard that you 
have all acted in this Affair without my 
privity, or even ſo much as once conſulting 
or-applying to me in it, ' or from -the tenure 
of them, which ſeem to broach new and 
very odd Opinions, as well by determining 
an unheard Cauſe, as by alledging, © That 


* Chriſtianity 
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à Separation. Pray Sir, is not this prejudg- 
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*. Chriſtianity, Conſcience and the Law of 
God obliged me to conſent to a Separa- 
“tion upon your propoſing it at my Wife's 
© earneſt Requeſt, ”-tho* not proper for me 


to know (till ſhe was gone from me) for 


that might have hindred the Reconciliation 
you intended (as you ſay) by it.“ And 
5 your telling me it was the publick talk, 
© that there were ſcandalous Animoſities 
„ betwixt us; Yet how far the Scandal 
4 affected the State of my Soul was not your 
© Buſineſs to enquire into. Pray then Sir; 


do me the Favour to let me know what 


juſtifiable Motive induced you to intereſt 
your Self in mine and my Families Affairs; 
By not only 722 a Separation to my 
Wife, as well as my ſelf, and that after a 
long private Correſpondence with ber on 
that Subject, without ever conſulting or ap- 
plying to me, but alſo taxing me with known 
candalous Animoſities? Yet with your Leave 
I abſolutely deny, that I ever had or have 
now, any Animoſity whatever to my Wife; 
and unleſs you bring unqueſtionable Proofs 
of it, yon will miſs of the cheif aim of your 
Letters, which was to convince me, of an 
undeniable Truth, a Truth which is known 
by Common Senſe, and upon which you 
muſt ſtill inſiſt, that married Perſons in my 
Caſe, muſt either uſe their beſt endeavours 
to live peaceably together, and ſo remove the 


Scandal, neither of which you fear has been 


yet done, or they muſt conſent mutually to 
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ing (not to ſay raſh) have you ever had 
any Information of it from me, or from: 
any one to Authorize from me? Or 
is your fear any Proof that I have not 
uſed my beſt endeavours to live peace- 
ably with my Wife ? Or your adding, and 


ſo to remove the Scandal, a Proof that I have 


given any? I aſſure you I am under no ap» 
prehenfion, either from the force of your Ar- 


eply you catch hold of in a Letter of mine, 
that I have been guilty of any misbehaviour 
towards my Wife, or given any real Scan- 
dal. But by your Inſinuation; you give me 
ſome . Reaſom to complain of our being 


Strangers, ſince you tell me People muſt be 
reat ones, that can think you capable of do- 
ng contrary to the Honour and 


— any thi 
Intereſt of a Perſon fo deſerving, as Sir Ri- 
chard Moore is; tho? ſoon after you diſcover 
the folid Reconciliation you intended by 
your Propoſal of a Separation, in ſuch terms 
as I was nat like to approve off, and by the 
Methods you purſued on my refuſal, which 


way you defigned to remove the Scandal, 


ou indufiriouſly ſpread, in 'almoſt every 
aragraph of your Letters, the only place 
where it is to be found or heard, and which 


you ſay was not to be removed as long as 


we lived together.. 

Time, and my Affairs no Ho- 
noured Sir, that, you bring other real Proofs 
of my ſcandalous Proceedings; ſince you 
have not only thought fit, to Adviſe my Wife 
to a Separation, ( AS) firſt — me 

| * ere; 


uments or an Infinuation from a Modeſt 
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4 have contributed more than any thing elſe 
e to keep her alive to this time.“ I 5 
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therein;) but have alſo uſed your utmoſt En- 
deavours and Authority, to force me to 
conſent thereto, as all your Letters are an 
undeniable Proof; which perhaps you may 
imagine, (with the Reflections you caſt on 
— will vindicate your Conduct in this 
Affair: But, as J eſteem my ſelf Innocent, 


and injured, (and I believe the beſt part of 


the World, will do fo too.) I am Neceſſi- 
tated to require of you a Proof of my Guilt, 
or that you make an Attonement to me, 
for the Injury, your intermedling in my At- 
fairs without my Knowledge, have done 


both to them, and my Character. 
And I cannot but here take Notice, of a 


Paragraph in your Letter of the 26th of 


Jan. laſt, where you confeſs there is at 
preſent, little hopes of a Reconciliation, 


whether you conſider the Vehemence of 


my Letter, or my Wife's averſion to a 
Conjugal State. By which, to me you 
much more diſcover your = ſight, in 

ceiving a mote in my Eye, then your 
Judgmen, from the Concluſion you raw 
rom thence. There is another Paragraph, 
which 1 confeſs is very ſurpriſing. That 
« you fincerely believe, that the Counſel 
© which you gave her, and the Arguments 
by which you - endeavoured to ſupport it, 


ave 
not Faith enough, to believe ſuch a mira- 
culous Effet, (wrought upon my Wife) ei- 
ther from the Vehemence, or Force of your 

. N Letters, 
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Letters, or from the Efficacy of your Argu- 


ments. But 1-have-ſincerity and candour 


enough to tell you, whatever Effect you 


4 


may flatter your ſelf it had on- her Body, 


it had none at all on her Mind; and I am 
apt to think you will find too incredulous a 
World at preſent, to have any of your Opi- 
nion. In the laſt Paragraph of your Letter, 
you ſay, there are ſome things in mine, 
which in your Opinion had better been o- 
mitted, that might have been, had you ſo 
thought fit. Suppoſe my Letters be penn'd 
with ſome Vehemence? Have yours no tine- 
ture of it, mixed with other very bittet 
Ingredients * Was not your firſt (without 
my r to propoſe to me, to part 
with my Wife, my Children, and part of 
my Eſtate? Was not your ſecond, to the 
ſame purpoſe ? with ſevere Reflections, warm- 
ly penned, and no ways proved, (pardon me 
Sir) and weakly, argued, yet with this defi- 
nitive Sentence, that it was my: Duty to con- 
ſent thereto, with other Circumſtances, that 
evidently ſhew'd with how little regard you 
thought fit to treat me, when you deſired I 
would not trouble you, or Biſhop Giffard 
with more Letters, on this Account. And 
tho' you have been pleaſed ſince to tell me, 
“ That you and Biſhop G;f/ard had a quite- 
different view, for you firmly believed, 
“That the very Propoſal of a Separation, 
* with ſuch Terms as I was not like to 
* approve of, Was Le moſt effeftual Means 
: * +* 2 40 
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& to prevent it, and bleſs my Honourable 
4 Family with a perſect and laſting Recon- 
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& ciliation. ” This I believe will appear a ve- 


ry unaccountable Way of proceedi 
of your Characters and Stations; 
when you muſt acknowledge (notwithſtand- 


b: 


in Men 
ſpeciall 


ing thefe your kind Intentions towards ne 
you had not only ſilenced me, but were fo 
your Selves, till my Wife had actually for- 


laken me. You had received, many Letters 


from her, to ſue for a Separatien even by 


Authority. You were acquainted with her 
Averſion to a Conjugal State; And yet 
you adviſed her, as well as my Self to a 


Separation. I had anſwered your 


Expecta- 


tion, by your look'd for and my abfolute 


refuſal, to Conſent to a 


Separation, on any 


terms. In your Anſwer to it you tell me, 
that it was my Duty to conſent, and both 
and Biſhop Gifards to ſay thus 


yours, 


much. A Charity that ſhould h 


ave pro- 


ce voked me; to à grateful acknowledg- 
« ment:” How to Reconcile this, to the Exams» 
ple of the Apoſtles themſelves, I muſt leave 


to you, and only be 


leave, in return of 


this Charity, to remind you, of the Advioe 
of St. Paul, to St. Timothy a Biſhop, who 


tells him thus; 


the latter 
Appears 


Deacons im like manner 
Cbaſt, not double Tongued. Be pleaſed alſo 
to remember, that my Wife had then a- 
bandoned me, and her Children, pretendi 
to juſtify that Step by traducing .me, an 
the Sanction of your Opinions; 


| her Cale, in nine Anicles, (which, 1 


_ - eſpecially when he diſcovers his Calling, b 


C87] 2 85 
Appears, by her ſhewing your Letters, al- 
rea 


y. mention'd; the other is apparent, by 
ve 
by me, in her own; hand) and which I pre- 
ſume, you have ſeen, with the Quotations 


out of Bonacina, and other Latin Authors, 
where her Tranſlator, was more cautious 
not to undeceive her, than ſincere, in not 


purſuing, and giving: her to Underſtand the 
true meaning, of thoſe learned Authors, 


being verſed in them, I wiſh he had as 
much a due Regard to it, both for hers, 
and his Sake. Theſe, Articles are very ſe. 
vere and. uojyſt, and have been contradic- 
ted upon Oath, by many Affidavits of my 
Neighbours, and others, in the Court of | 
Chancery. | | 
Muſt not a Man be inſenſible, if unmoved, 
when all that is near or dear to him in this 
World, is to be ſnatched; from him at once? 


And not only the Loſs of his Honour and Re- 


utation imputed to him without any, Proof of 

is having forfeited either; But alledged as a 
juſt Cauſe for ſuch Treatment, and his Con- 
ſcience cenſured for not peaceably conſenting 
and ſubmitting, thereto, by a Perſon eminent 
in his Station, reverend for. his Dignity, and 
hitherto eſteemed for his Piety? You cannot but 
allow, Honoured Sir, from all theſe Circum- 
ftances, that my Caſe is very ſevere, uncom- 
mon, and I believe unheard of before, Wheie- 
fore, if I have, or ſhould ſhew ſome Vehe- 
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meney, and ſhould be compell'd to take ſome 


Steps, that may ſeem to derogate from the Ho- 
nour and Credit of your ſacred Characters, to 
which as ſuch, no Man has a greater Vene- 


ration, it is with the utmoſt Concern, and 


with this only view to vindicate my own, 
and make you ſenfible, you then forget yours. 

Laſtly, J muſt defire you to confider how 
creditable” and juſt it is to your Station and 
Character, to ſtate my Caſe without any Ex- 
amination of it, and then Anſwer your ſelf 


thus; If this be the Caſe, as it really is, 


* without ſo much as once hearing, what 
1 had to ſay, and that even after I had 
& denied all your pretended- Allegations, and 
* which you acknowledge, were only 
grounded upon publick t and Talk,“ 
If you look upon your ſelf as judge, upon 
my Wiſe's Complaint of cruelty, and 
plication to you, are you not then obliged 
in Honour, in ſuſtice and Conſcience, not 
only to hear what both fides have to ſay; 
But alfo to have the Allegations proved, 
by Witneſs beyond all Exception, before 
you paſs Sentence? For you know, I pre- 
ſume, that even the Oath of a Party, in ſuch 


| Caſe, is not ſufficient, much leſs bare Alle: 


gations: Who told you, that I neither 
could not, or would not uſe my beſt En- 


deavours, to live peaceably with my Wife? 


J have been taught, and firmly believe, 
that in what State of Life, and under what 
ſoever Circumſtance, (with the help of 


Gods 
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God's Grate) I can comply with every Du- 
ty; my Station or Gircumſtance requires, 
and that God will never deny me that 
Grace, unleſs it be by my own Fault; and 
I declare (thanks be to him) that it was 
always my Deſire and Will, fo to do. Or 
what Scandal, have you yet proved a- 
2 me, that you not only Think it 
ſt, but even a Duty to Conſent mutually 4 
to a Separation? If you have expreſs'd your the 
ſelf in clear Terms (as you ſay) I muſt A 72 
ol 


| / 
is ſuch a Sentence without any Exami- — 
— 4 or legal Information. Our Blefſed * 4 / | 
Saviour himſelf, (from whom you believer? 1 o7 acts 
you derive yours)  fays poſitively, . Whom , £. | 
God has joined, let no Man ſeparate £0 
Wheretore:I am at a loſs to know, from %*Z a” 
whence you aſſume your Authority, or 7. aa HE 
ground your Opinions; as.I am to com- ., Fü 
prehend your meaning, and reſined way, Ly 
and ſo to remove the — Scandal, K 
given by paſt Miſunderftandings, by a ſe- 


paration, which undeniably gives a real,“, | 
a more publick, and a much greater. And _ | 


tho' you tell me, you can find nothing con- 
trary to your Opinions, in Biſhop Prichard”s 
two Letters, I had the honour. to ſend you... 
| (which is not a little ſurpriſing to me) I ps 
therefore take here the Liberty, to aſſure 8 
- I have had the Satisſaction, o | oþ 
e told by him, that I am under no Ob- 1 _ 
| ligation, to Conſent to a Separation, nor 
that 1t 1s 125 ways my Duty ſo to IP 
whe 


C 
whoſe great Learning, - 5M ment, 
F can fately, and without —"— rely. 
This, Honoured Sir, I fuppoſe you will 
grant, is not only contrary * your Opini- 
ons, but the chief Aim of all your money 
to me, (and if juſtifiable, as there is 
room wa doubt) then moſt . certainly | you 
1 both your ſelves and me an 
jury, and are obliged to make Satisfacti- 
20 U Eo or tho' you tell * you Comfort 
4 Jour ſelves with the Teſtimony of a 
„ good Conſcience, and with the Example 
WW « of the Apoſtles themſelves, One of them 
| | << tells If he did OE Men, he would 
4 nt be Chrifts Diſciple; and another, That 
«xe muſt rather A God, than Men. 
You will never make me, or the World 
believe, the Texts you here quote, are any 
ways applicable, either to me, or your ſelves, 
er that your Woes. and other haughty Ex- 
preffions you uſe, will in any ways juftify 
your — unprecedented, and illegal 
that ſo apparently, tend to the 
— — my Character, and reſſion 
of my Fortune, and very great detriment of 
my numerous Family. O! my God, Who 
will in after times believe, that a poor Ca- 
tholick Family, whom the reat Mercy, 
and good Providence, had here in 
A Proteſtant Country, ſhould receive greater 
Oppreſſion, and Injury from Prelates' and 
Divines of that Church? Who by their 
on, and by Commands, were to "hy 
y 


* 
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thy 1 * Guard thy Flock? than from 
thoſe who not only proteſt againſt it, but 
have Penal Laws in Force, to Encourage, 
and Juſtify their prejudice and diſlike to all 
of that Conimunion. But, as thou haſt been 
pleaſed to add this new and great Tryal 
to me, Give me; I beſeech thee, Patience to 
bear it; Courage and Strength, not only to 
ſupport it, but likewiſe to Vindicate my 
Innocence; if I 'am happily ſo, in thy 
Sight. Theſe are the Sentiments, and Re- 
ſolutions with which, I am, Honoured Sir, 

Your moſt obedient and moſt * — 
> Seine $20 . Ie. 


Fawley; Fan: 19th 1 729-30. | 


F. S. The firſt Text, you quote in your Letter 
of December 10, 1728, is taken out of St. 
 PaulPs Epiſtle to the Galatians, Chap. 1. verſe 
the roth. I ſhall tranſcribe the Four 
N Verſes ; 3 | 

6. I marvel that thus ſo ſoon you 
are transferred from him that called you 

2 * Grace of Chriſt, unto another 

F. 2. Which is not another, unleſs 

there be ſome that trouble you, and will 

invert the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

V. 8. But altho' we, or an Angel from 
eaven Evangelize to you, beſide that 
hich we have Evangelized ts you, Be 


e Anathema. 


7 9 


(42) 
V. g. As we ſaid before, ſo now I ſay 
again, if any Evangelize to you, beſide 
that which you have received, Be he 
Anathema. 

V. 10. For do I now uſe perſwaſion to 
Men, or to God ? Or do I ſeek to pleaſe 
Men? VI yet did pleaſe Men, I ſhould 
not be the Servant of Chriſt. 


The other is taken out of 5th Chapter of 
the As of the Apoſtles the 29th Verſe. 
The 19. JV. gives an Account how an 
Angel led them out of Priſon, and ſaid, 
V. 20. Go, and ſtanding ſpeak in the 
Temple to the People all the Words of 
this Lite. I 
The following Verſes are an Account 
of their teaching the People in the Tem- 
| pl, and their Being brought before the 
agiſtrate, and the High Prieſt asked them : 
h V. 28. Saying; Commanding, we com- 
; mand you, that you ſhould not teach 
in this Name: And behold you 
have filled Hieruſalem with your Doctrine 
And you will bring upon us the Bloo 
of this Man. | 1 
V. 29. Bat Peter anſwering and the Apo- 
files ſaid: God muſt be obeyed rather then 


an, 


J leave Yon and the World to judge now, 
how aptly they are applied, either to your 
Selves or me, and will only add, that 1 
Jn. N 


/ 


43 | — 
cannot but lament to ſee the Shifts, even 
good Men are forced to fly too, when 
engaged in a Bad Cauſe, which they 


have unhappily, both to themſelves, and 


me, made their own. 


N B. This Letter from Mr. Scot, to Lady Moore 
was found in her Scrutore, after ſhe left Fawley. 


Madam, 
I did ſuppoſe you would be uneafy for want 
of an Anſver to yours of this day ſe night, but I 
was much out of order when I received it, and 
have been ſo ever ſince, of the Fever and Ague, 
ſo that to ſay the truth, Ihave not read it yet, my 
Head will not permit me to pore over Characters. 
Pleaſe God 1 am any thing better, you ſhall hear 
from me by Mr. Hardcaftie next Sunday, in the 
mean t1me, | 
Your very obedient humble Servant. 


OF. the 20th, 1728. 


There are ſeveral other Scraps and Pieces of 

Letters from him which Iavoid publiſhing, not 
to ſwell this to an unneceſſary length. In one of 
which he concludes thus. The other fide for 
another Subject. But that being tore off, I can 
only Conclude it was not of Spiritual Matters, 
becauſe what remains of it in my Hands is on- 
ly on that Subject 


FINIS. 


2 Scot. 
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